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The Odyssey Analysis Questions 

Directions: On a separate sheet of paper, answer ALL of the following questions in complete 
sentences for books 21-23. 

BOOK 21: 

1. Penelope fetches Odysseus' bow and announces the contest to the suitors. How do the 
suitors again prove that they deserve the "blood wedding" that awaits them? 

2. The suitors mock at the stranger for wanting to take his turn with the bow. Penelope tells 
them to let him go ahead - why? 

3. Odysseus strings his own bow at the book's end. How does Homer handle this moment? For 
example, why don't we hear anything from the suitors right after Odysseus shoots his first 
arrow? 

BOOK 22: 

4. At what points in the struggle is Athena active? How much does she help Odysseus, and how 
much credit is mainly his? 

BOOK 23: 

5. Why does the text refrain from making Penelope recognize Odysseus outright? Why does 
Penelope insist on testing Odysseus even after all that he has done in the hall? 

6. Why is it appropriate that the couple's bed should be involved in the main test of Odysseus' 
identity? 
 

Directions: Choose TWO of the following questions, and on a separate sheet of paper, answer 
each in a well-planned and organized paragraph. Ten sentences max per paragraph. 

7. What qualities does the text hold up as heroic? Are there different kinds of heroism? If so, 
what is the distinction between the different kinds of heroism? 

8. What kinds of behavior are treated as contemptible in the Odyssey? 
9. How does the poem represent mortal women? Since Penelope is the most important woman 

in the Odyssey, what qualities does she possess, and how does she respond to the troubles 
she faces? 

10. How do Homer's gods think and behave? How do their actions and motivations differ from 
the conception of god in other religions of which you have knowledge? (for example, the 
Gods in Hamilton’s text).What role do the Homeric gods play in human affairs, and what is 
the responsibility of humans with respect to those gods? 

11. What can you gather from the Odyssey about the way the Homeric Greeks lived their daily 
lives? About how they governed themselves and what sorts of social distinctions there may 
have been among the citizens of Ithaca? For example, how important is the royal household 
to the rest of the Ithacans? 
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